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FORWARDED T O :  ) 
Honorable John H. Shaf fer  ) 
Administrator 1 
Federal  Aviation Administration 1 
Washington, D. C. 20591 1 

) 

SAFETY RECOi4MENDATlONS A-72-110 b 111 -. 

The National Transportat ion Safety Eoard i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a 
fa ta l  acc ident  involving a Bel l  Hode1 206A Helicopter ,  N25BB, which crashed 
on June 26, 1972, whiile t ranspor t ing  th ree  CBS, inc,, newsmen covering t h e  
Harr isburg,  Pennsylvania, f lood disasrrer a rea .  The acc ident  occurred on 
the  approach t o  a landing a t  the Capi tol  Ci ty  Airpor t ,  New Cumberland, 
Pennsylvania, a f t e r  a mai.n r o t o r  f a i l u r e ,  
received f a t a l  i n j u r i e s ,  

The p i l o t  and t h e  th ree  passengers 

Examination of the recovered main r o t o r  blade revealed t h a t  the  blade 
separated from the yoke assembly a t  the  inboard s t r a p  assembly attachment 
p i n .  The remaining p a r t s  and components of the  main r o t o r  hub and o t h e r  
blade assembly f e l l  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r  and have not  been recovered. 

The main r o t o r  hub assembly, P/N 206-010-100-5, S/N JIJM-0024, had a 
t o t a l  s e rv i ce  t i m e  of 1071.2 hours. The overhaul time on t h i s  assembly i s  
1,200 hours.  

Al.though f r ac tu red  hub pa r t s  have n o t  been recovered, the  Board 
be l i eves  t h a t  s epa ra t ion  of the  blade most l i k e l y  occurred as a resul t  of 
a f a i l u r e  of the  r e t e n t i o n  s t r a p  f i t t i n g ,  P/N 206-010-155-7, s i n c e  t h e  attach- 
ing  p in ,  P/N 206-010-123-1, s t i l l  remained i n t a c t  i n  t h e  P/N 206-01,0-105-3 
s t r a p  assembly. In t h i s  regard, we uiiderstand t h a t  f i v e  previous cracked 
s t r a p  f i t t i n g s  have been found i n  se rv i ce  before  the  1,200-hour re t i rement  
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Honorable John H. Shaffer 

time had been reached. 

To reduce the  l i lcelihoo 

I 
d 
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L? catastropk : r o t o r  o s  
Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  the  Federal  Aviation'  Administration: 

:res, t 

1. Require an immediate inspect ion of a l l  Bel l  Model 
206A/206B main r o t o r  hub r e t e n t i o n  s t r a p  f i t t i n g s  
which have 900 hours o r  more time i n  service.  

Reduce the  present  1,200-hour re t i rement  l i f e  of 
the s t rap  f i t t i n g .  

2. 

Personnel from our Bureau of Aviation Safe ty  have been i n  contac t  with 
your F l i g h t  Standards r ep resen ta t ives  and w i l l  be made ava i l ab le  i f  any 
f u r t h e r  information o r  a s s i s t ance  is  desired.  

These recommendations w i l l  be re leased  t o  the publ ic  on the i s s u e  d a t e  
shown above. No publ ic  disseminat ion of the contents  of t h i s  document 
should be made p r i o r  t o  t h a t  date.  

Reed, Chairman, McAdams , "hayer, Burgess, and Haley, Members, concurred 
i n  the  above recommendations. 


